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Stewart-Marchman-Act Behavioral Healthcare exists to promote

venge good mental health, to improve the quality of life of individuals and
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BAKERACT

Florida’s Baker Act law permits a mental
health professional, law enforcement offi-
cer, or judge to initiate an involuntary ex-
amination when there is substantial likeli-
hood that a person will cause serious bod-
ily harm to himself or others in the near fu-
ture. Family members may also petition a
court to order an involuntary examination
when circumstances warrant.

After the examination, if the person does
not meet the criteria for inpatient or outpa-
tient treatment, they are discharged, usu-
ally within 72 hours.

If the person meets the criteria for involun-
tary inpatient or outpatient treatment, the
administrator of the Baker Act receiving
facility can file a petition, and a court hear-
ing is held to determine whether such
treatment should be ordered.

QOur trained Court Liaison staff assists fam-
ily members and professionals with the
Baker Act and Marchman Act process.
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vices may be requested in person or by tele-
phone and are provided to the community at
the Pinegrove Crisis Services Center.
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Access Center—Central point to access all
services and information by phone, avail-
able around-the-clock.

Centralized Baker Act and Marchman Act
Receiving Facility that operates 24 hours a
day. Conducts screening and intake ser-
vices to determine immediate and appro-
priate crisis placement and/or further refer-
rals for care.

SMA's Crisis Stabilization Unit provides a
secure and therapeutic environment for
voluntary and involuntary mental health cri-
sSis services.

The SMA Detoxification Unit provides a
secure and therapeutic environment for
medically-managed substance abuse with-
drawal for voluntary and involuntary clients.

MARCHMAN ACT

The Florida law known as the Marchman
Act allows a law enforcement officer, a cer-
tifying physician, family members, or any
three (3) adults with personal knowledge of
a person’s condition to initiate an involun-
tary assessment when there is reason to
believe a person is substance abuse im-
paired and has lost the power of self-
control.

Within 72 hours of admission, the person
must be assessed and released, may

choose to remain voluntarily, or may be re-
tained if a petition for involuntary treatment
has been initiated.

A person who meets criteria for involuntary
inpatient or outpatient treatment will receive
a court hearing and a judge may order
treatment for up to 60 days.




